
K-pop's depiction of

non-sexual same-

gender affection

through “skinship”

serves as

normalization of

non-heterosexual

relationships.

The rise of K-pop has become a global phenomenon,

influencing pop culture and challenging traditional

narratives surrounding gender and sexuality. K-pop

serves as a platform for representation and

empowerment, offering acceptance and a sense of

belonging beyond cultural boundaries. This research

explores how the industry shapes and reflects

contemporary perceptions of gender and sexuality,

focusing on the experiences and perspectives of

LGBTQ+ fans who find community and

empowerment within K-pop's diverse landscape.

Because of South Korea's conservative values regarding

gender and sexuality, the K-pop industry doesn't openly

advocate for LGBTQ+ acceptance, and idols who

identify as LGBTQ+ may face penalties. However,

global fans have interpreted non-cisgender and

non-heterosexual identities within K-pop, fostering

empowerment and recognition for LGBTQ+

individuals. The industry's strict control over idols,

from their image to public interactions, makes it

challenging for them to openly discuss LGBTQ+ issues

due to potential backlash and societal norms. While

some idols may subtly express support for the

LGBTQ+ community, such expressions often remain

indirect due to industry constraints.

Fan labour, like

cosplay and dance

covers, create

environments for

safe gender and

sexual identity

exploration.

K-pop idols'

adoption of

androgynous

styles provides a

vehicle  to explore

gender and sexual

identity through

clothing.

Social media

platforms provide a

global space where

LGBTQ+ fans can

express and celebrate

their identities within

the expansive realm of

K-pop fan culture,

fostering connections

and solidarity.

K-pop challenges traditional ideas about

gender and sexuality, contrasting South

Korea's conservative culture with its

progressive ethos.

This is only made possible through the

modern idea of participatory culture, one

where the consumer and the creator

become more blurred. 
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