SCAN ME

READ THE ESSAY

CONSTRUCTING REVOLUTIONARY BLACK FEMINISMS:

What Angela Davis: An Autobiography can still teach Us About Community, Education, & Liberation

A critical reading of Angela Davis's 1974 autobiography as a foundational feminist text &
political manifesto: as a firm rejection of all logics of carcerality & capitalism. Through the
narration of her own incarceration, and the conditions which led to her commitment to a
global struggle, Davis names policized education & Beloved Community as meaningful
technologies for collective liberation. Her historical & contemporary work is explicitly pro-
Black, pro-Indigenous, pro-Migrant, pro-Queer, Marxist, anti-imperialist, & abolitionist —
constructing new feminisms that have allowed racialized, disabled women, MaGes, and
other oppressed peoples to proudly identify as feminists, today!

OUT OF MANY. ONE

Part One: Nets begins in the days leading up
to Davis's 1970 arrest and covers her
incarceration in NY through her extradition to
California’s Marin County Jail. She names
prison as the start of her identification with
feminism — deeply informed by the
relationships & modalities of care she saw
between other women, across multiple lines of
difference, within the prison. In this time we

see Davis continue to organize:
most often through politicized
education in community.

POLITICIZING THE PERSONAL

Davis’s autobiography contextualizes her “overwhelming
sense of belonging to a community of humans—a
community of struggle against poverty and racism.” Her
autobiography, often understood as a political manifesto,
seeks to highlight the people and experiences that
propelled her to liberatory praxis and noting her own
responsibility to “preserve & build upon the movement.”




